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IntroductionIntroduction

•• This is a talk of two halves:This is a talk of two halves:
•• discussion of open access (OA) publishingdiscussion of open access (OA) publishing
•• copyright issues related to map publicationcopyright issues related to map publication

•• Based around experiences gained in the firstBased around experiences gained in the first
year of operation of the Journal of Maps (JoM)year of operation of the Journal of Maps (JoM)

•• Including a current contract with EDINA onIncluding a current contract with EDINA on
scoping digital repositoriesscoping digital repositories

•• This talk is This talk is notnot meant to be an endorsement meant to be an endorsement
/advert for /advert for JoMJoM

•• However it should be taken within this context; IHowever it should be taken within this context; I
am not an international expert on OA andam not an international expert on OA and
copyright!!copyright!!
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Journal of Maps: EstablishmentJournal of Maps: Establishment

•• Established October 2003 in response to aEstablished October 2003 in response to a
perceived decline in the publication of researchperceived decline in the publication of research
based mapsbased maps

•• This is in part due to the stereotypical “B&W A4”This is in part due to the stereotypical “B&W A4”
journaljournal

•• Maps don’t fit this mould because:Maps don’t fit this mould because:
•• they are often largethey are often large
•• they are often colourthey are often colour

•• Maps are also:Maps are also:
•• not seen as a publication goal in their own rightnot seen as a publication goal in their own right
•• focus upon the communication of research resultsfocus upon the communication of research results
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Journal of Maps: OperationJournal of Maps: Operation

•• JoM launched in May 2004 and published its firstJoM launched in May 2004 and published its first
issue in January 2005issue in January 2005

•• There is an anticipated bi-annual publicationThere is an anticipated bi-annual publication
(next issue November 2005)(next issue November 2005)

•• Accept maps from Accept maps from anyany discipline discipline
•• Rule of thumb: “quality, bespoke, maps”Rule of thumb: “quality, bespoke, maps”
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Journal of Maps: ManagementJournal of Maps: Management

•• Only economic publication route was electronicOnly economic publication route was electronic
•• Developed our own web site for:Developed our own web site for:

•• user managementuser management
•• map submissionmap submission
•• peer-reviewpeer-review
•• publicationpublication

•• Able to remove most of the inherent time/costsAble to remove most of the inherent time/costs
of journal managementof journal management

•• Low overheads meant we could self-publishLow overheads meant we could self-publish
•• Entrenched the ideals of free-access to contentEntrenched the ideals of free-access to content

by going OAby going OA
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OA: What?OA: What?

•• Open Access can be defined as journal materialOpen Access can be defined as journal material
that is “free at the point of consumption”that is “free at the point of consumption”

•• Although simple in concept (i.e. you “give”Although simple in concept (i.e. you “give”
content away) it has many permutations basedcontent away) it has many permutations based
around variations in fundingaround variations in funding
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OA: Why?OA: Why?

•• Over 60% of university research in the UK isOver 60% of university research in the UK is
funded by the government (RCUK, 2005)funded by the government (RCUK, 2005)

•• the government (and anyone else) has to thenthe government (and anyone else) has to then
pay journals in order to read the resultspay journals in order to read the results

•• Journals provide an important role in peer-Journals provide an important role in peer-
reviewing research, reviewing research, butbut

•• they place a financial burden upon academic institutionsthey place a financial burden upon academic institutions
•• it will never be it will never be freefree to publish a journal, however they need to publish a journal, however they need

to be appropriately fundedto be appropriately funded
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OA: Why?OA: Why?

•• The Research Councils will require, from The Research Councils will require, from thisthis
yearyear (RCUK, 2005), all findings from grant (RCUK, 2005), all findings from grant
holders to be deposited in an institutionalholders to be deposited in an institutional
repositoryrepository

•• A similar move was announced by the NationalA similar move was announced by the National
Institutes of Health (USA)Institutes of Health (USA)

•• OA OA cancan shift costs away from institutions to shift costs away from institutions to
granting bodiesgranting bodies

•• It has been endorsed by the British MedicalIt has been endorsed by the British Medical
JournalsJournals

•• OA is a OA is a validvalid publication model that needs publication model that needs
further research (further research (RightscomRightscom, 2005), 2005)
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OA: How?OA: How?

•• Author PaysAuthor Pays
•• Public Library of Science Public Library of Science www.plos.orgwww.plos.org
•• BioMed Central BioMed Central www.biomedcentral.comwww.biomedcentral.com
•• places the burden on publication costs with theplaces the burden on publication costs with the

granting bodygranting body
•• produces barriers to those with little fundingproduces barriers to those with little funding

•• Those that can affordThose that can afford
•• British Medical Journals (British Medical Journals (bmj.bmjjournals.combmj.bmjjournals.com))
•• immediate and long term viewing is free. Mediumimmediate and long term viewing is free. Medium

term viewing is paid for by the institutionterm viewing is paid for by the institution
•• allows rapid, free, dissemination of importantallows rapid, free, dissemination of important

research resultsresearch results

http://www.plos.org
http://www.plos.org
http://www.biomedcentral.com
http://www.biomedcentral.com
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OA: JoMOA: JoM

•• JoM operates an “author-pays” model to fund itsJoM operates an “author-pays” model to fund its
operationoperation

•• This is currently £30, enabled by our lowThis is currently £30, enabled by our low
running costsrunning costs

•• It is payable upon receipt of the manuscript toIt is payable upon receipt of the manuscript to
process the peer-review; it does process the peer-review; it does notnot guarantee guarantee
publication and is non-refundablepublication and is non-refundable
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CopyrightCopyright

•• Two aspects of copyright:Two aspects of copyright:
•• copyright of material copyright of material published by JoMpublished by JoM
•• copyright of third party data copyright of third party data incorporatedincorporated in to material in to material

published by JoMpublished by JoM
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Copyright: PublicationCopyright: Publication

•• Copyright traditionally falls in to two camps:Copyright traditionally falls in to two camps:
•• Full Copyright: the owner retains full rightsFull Copyright: the owner retains full rights
•• Public Domain: the creator retains no rightsPublic Domain: the creator retains no rights

•• What happens if you want to do something “in-What happens if you want to do something “in-
between” (e.g. retain copyright, but freebetween” (e.g. retain copyright, but free
distribution)?distribution)?

•• Creative Commons offers one solution:Creative Commons offers one solution:
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Copyright: Creative CommonsCopyright: Creative Commons

•• Allows the originator to retainAllows the originator to retain
the copyright whilst specifyingthe copyright whilst specifying
how the material may be usedhow the material may be used

•• Used by the Creative ArchiveUsed by the Creative Archive
Group*Group*

•• JoMJoM allows the author to retain allows the author to retain
full copyrightfull copyright

•• JoMJoM retains an irrevocable retains an irrevocable
license to publish the materiallicense to publish the material
using a CC licenseusing a CC license

Public Domain

By Attribution

Share Alike

No Derivatives

Non-commercial

Sampling

*BBC, the bfi, Channel 4, Open University

http://creativearchive.bbc.co.uk/

http://creativearchive.bbc.co.uk/
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Copyright: Third Party DataCopyright: Third Party Data

•• JoMJoM can only publish maps within copyright can only publish maps within copyright
restrictions of third party datarestrictions of third party data

•• Data collected at the federal level (in the US) isData collected at the federal level (in the US) is
typically copyright free (e.g. SRTM, typically copyright free (e.g. SRTM, LandsatLandsat))

•• This allows unrestricted use within otherThis allows unrestricted use within other
productsproducts

•• Predominant supplier of geospatial data in thePredominant supplier of geospatial data in the
UK is the Ordnance SurveyUK is the Ordnance Survey

•• Within HE institutions, this is usually supplied byWithin HE institutions, this is usually supplied by
EDINAEDINA
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Copyright: OS DataCopyright: OS Data

•• Use of OS data in posters and presentations isUse of OS data in posters and presentations is
relatively openrelatively open

•• For instance I can legally show this map basedFor instance I can legally show this map based
on on PanoramaPanoramaTMTM, Colour Raster, Meridian2, Colour Raster, Meridian2TMTM,,
StrategiStrategi®®
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Copyright: OS DataCopyright: OS Data

•• However I can’t publish it !!However I can’t publish it !!
•• AllAll electronic, internet facing, maps come with electronic, internet facing, maps come with

very stringent restrictions based upon:very stringent restrictions based upon:
•• maximum size of individual imagemaximum size of individual image
•• maximum ground areamaximum ground area

•• This varies by product but generally means thatThis varies by product but generally means that
any map any map largerlarger than A5 is  than A5 is unpublishableunpublishable
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Copyright: OS DataCopyright: OS Data

•• It gets worse !!!!It gets worse !!!!
•• If you If you derivederive any of your data from an OS data any of your data from an OS data

source (e.g. source (e.g. PanoramaPanoramaTMTM) then it ) then it inheritsinherits the the
same copyright restrictionssame copyright restrictions

•• The probability surface in the previous exampleThe probability surface in the previous example
falls in to this categoryfalls in to this category
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Key IssuesKey Issues

•• Derived data can be categorised as:Derived data can be categorised as:
•• Quantitative: an empirical process derives a new data setQuantitative: an empirical process derives a new data set

from an old one (e.g. buffering a river in a GIS)from an old one (e.g. buffering a river in a GIS)
•• Qualitative: visual interpretation/subjective assessmentQualitative: visual interpretation/subjective assessment

where “value” is added (e.g. mapping glacial landforms)where “value” is added (e.g. mapping glacial landforms)

•• Should this alter the interpretation/restrictions ofShould this alter the interpretation/restrictions of
derived data?derived data?

•• Should the OS be less restrictive aboutShould the OS be less restrictive about
publication in non-commercial areas?publication in non-commercial areas?

•• This area is This area is criticalcritical as JISC investigates the as JISC investigates the
potential for digital geospatial data repositoriespotential for digital geospatial data repositories
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Conclusions: Open AccessConclusions: Open Access

•• OA initiatives are an increasingly importantOA initiatives are an increasingly important
publication avenuepublication avenue

•• government, JISC and RC’s think this isgovernment, JISC and RC’s think this is
importantimportant

•• all journals need to be funded; this can beall journals need to be funded; this can be
achieved in different waysachieved in different ways

•• JoM is one solution to OA publication within theJoM is one solution to OA publication within the
cartographic domaincartographic domain

•• JoM supports map JoM supports map andand data publication data publication
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Conclusions: CopyrightConclusions: Copyright

•• The increased availability of digital data hasThe increased availability of digital data has
brought copyright issues to the forebrought copyright issues to the fore

•• this effects map this effects map andand data distribution data distribution
•• the OS operates an outdated copyright policythe OS operates an outdated copyright policy
•• maps based upon OS data are effectively maps based upon OS data are effectively notnot

publishablepublishable in  in any any journaljournal
•• electronic, internet facing, distribution iselectronic, internet facing, distribution is

severely restricted (e.g. A5 publication size)severely restricted (e.g. A5 publication size)
•• has important implications for original has important implications for original andand

derived datasetsderived datasets
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Conclusions: A Solution?Conclusions: A Solution?

•• Non-profit use of OS data is vital to the societalNon-profit use of OS data is vital to the societal
wealth and innovation of the nationwealth and innovation of the nation

•• government, JISC and RCUK have moved ongovernment, JISC and RCUK have moved on
research outputsresearch outputs

•• This will inevitably extend to derived dataThis will inevitably extend to derived data
•• Can we persuade the OS to adopt CreativeCan we persuade the OS to adopt Creative

Commons licensing?Commons licensing?
•• Giles Lane (www.proboscis.org) has discussedGiles Lane (www.proboscis.org) has discussed

CC licensing with the OSCC licensing with the OS
•• Currently seeking funding to perform a “doubleCurrently seeking funding to perform a “double

bottom-line” analysis to present the benefitsbottom-line” analysis to present the benefits

http://www.proboscis.org)
http://www.proboscis.org)

